
HOME HEALTH VNA VULNERABLE PATIENT ‐ CRITERIA AND RESOURCE GRID Attachment 1

Criteria for Identification of Vulnerable Patients Qualifier Domain SN PT OT ST SW HHA Psych WOCN Palli RD

Repeated rehospitalizations (3 or more in 6 months) Contributing Clinical x x x x x x

Uncontrolled or difficult to control pain Contributing Clinical x x x x x
Inability to manage medications reliably with no willing or 
able caregiver Contributing Clinical x x x

High Risk for Skin Breakdown (Braden score 12 or less) Contributing Clinical x x x x x

Minimal VNA utilization (LUPA needs) but patient receives 
extensive supportive services from other providers or family Primary Clinical x x x x x
Gradual or steady decline in clinical, functional and/or 
cognitive status Contributing Clinical x x x x x

Weight loss / wasting syndrome Contributing Clinical x x x x x

Multiple chronic conditions with deteriorating condition Contributing Clinical x x x x

Chronic pressure ulcers Contributing Clinical x x x x x x

Incontinence Contributing Clinical x x x x x
Major functional limitation (i.e. bedbound, totally dependent 
for ADLs) Primary Functional x x x
High Fall Risk (MAHC‐10 score 4 or greater) or significant fall 
history Contributing Functional x x x x x
Cognitive issues/ poor insight / self‐neglect / abuse Primary Psycho‐Social x x x x x
Acute, severe psychiatric symptoms (delusions, delerium, 
major depression) Contributing Psycho‐Social x x x
Psychosocial issues / family dynamics impact negatively on 
plan of care or patient status Primary Psycho‐Social x x x

Suspected financial abuse Contributing Psycho‐Social x

Psychosocially isolated patient Contributing Psycho‐Social x x x
No Health Care Proxy, advanced directives, MOLST, DNR or 
unclear who is making decisions Contributing Psycho‐Social x x x x

Aggressive, intimidating caregiver Contributing Psycho‐Social x x x
Enrolled in PCA program or receiving 24‐hour care from 
formal or informal caregiver that does not appear to meet 
needs Contributing Safety x x x
Inadequate or absent support system (i.e. no primary 
caregiver, or unwilling/unable caregiver) Contributing Safety x x x x
Unsafe environment (i.e. hoarding, aggressive animals, fire 
safety concern) Primary Safety x x x x
Unable to leave home in an emergency Primary Safety x x x
Criteria for filing protective services are present but ruled out
or ineligible for services (age) Primary Safety x x x
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